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Announcements

Krissy Spahr, trauma nurse
practitioner gave birth to a
healthy baby girl, Abigail
Leann Spahr. Born on
December 1, 2015. She
weighed 7 lbs.,1oz. and
was 20 inches long.
Congratulations Krissy!
Amelia Whitlatch, trauma
nurse practitioner gave birth
to a healthy baby boy, Owen
Ramsey Whitlatch, on
November 16, 2015. He
weighed 9 lbs., 12 oz. and
was 22.5 inches long.
Congratulations Amelia!

Save the Dates
Helen and David Bernie Visiting Professor
Dr. Richard Reiling—Grand Rounds
March 15-16, 2016
Daniel W. Elliott Visiting Professor Research
Symposium
Dr. Steven Hochwald—Grand Rounds
May 10-11, 2016
Resident Research Symposium
May 10, 2016

Call for abstracts
American Association for the Surgery of
Trauma (AAST)
Deadline March 1, 2016.
www.aast.org
Midwest Surgical Association (MSA)
Deadline March 1, 2016
www.midwestsurg.org/meet/abstract.htm

Department of
Surgery eConnections:
Wikispaces
wsudos.wikispaces.com
flying-scalpel.wikispaces.com
Facebook
facebook.com/WSU.GeneralSurgeryResidency
facebook.com/WSU.Department.of.Surgery
facebook.com/BSOMSurgeryClub
Core Scholar
corescholar.libraries.wright.edu/surg_comm/
James B. Peoples, M.D., Surgical Society
medicine.wright.edu/student-life/student-organizations/james-b-peoples-md-surgical-society

Chair’s Message
Last month the NEJM published a useful editorial entitled
Intensity of Chronic Pain—the Wrong Metric. As surgeons, we are
called upon to treat acute pain, but subsequent addiction and narcotic
abuse are now epidemic. The National Academy of Medicine (previously the
IOM) has recently established a National Pain Strategy that recognizes that
drug treatment alone has limited utility when it comes to managing chronic
pain, and interdisciplinary treatment and self-management strategies are essential. Pain
intensity ratings are not necessarily a reflection of tissue injury, and treating pain as “The Fifth
Vital Sign” has led to higher and higher doses of opioids in an attempt to minimize pain.
Eliminating the escalation of pain medication resulting in addiction, recognition of chronic
pain as a chronic disease, and referral to pain specialists for multimodal treatment is
essential for pain management. I encourage you to read this editorial, and consider its
implications for your practice.
Premier Health partners with MD Anderson Cancer Network to become a certified
member of MD Anderson Cancer Network. This will be a formal affiliation and will design a
program to enhance cancer services provided locally. “By combing the strengths of MD
Anderson and Premier Health, we will be able to provide a new level of cancer care right
here in Southwest Ohio,” said Jim Pancoast, president and CEO of the network. Over the
next few months, a certification process is expected to be completed.
AAMC Virtual Medical Education Event
The AAMC Virtual Medical Education Event took place on January 8, but the content
and opportunity for networking will be available to attendees throughout January and
February. If you were unable to attend the January 8 event, you are able to view through the
end of February by clicking on: “on demand programming.” You can choose the category
that interests you at your convenience. For more information, please contact Lynne Smith at
lynne.smith@premierhealth.com.

Recruitment
We are recruiting for an acute care surgeon and minimally invasive surgeon. If you know of
an appropriate candidate, please contact Kim Paul at kim.paul@wrightstatephysicians.org.

Faculty
Dr. Rosalyn Scott, associate chief of staff for medical education, as well as
the VISN 10 simulation champion, was recipient of the 2014 VA Under
Secretary for Health’s Awards for Excellence in Clinical Simulation Training,
Education and Research. The awards were established in 2010 to recognize clinical leaders who have supported and advanced VHA’s strategic plan
for clinical simulation.
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If you have any information you would like
to share with the other members of the
department, or professional or special events
happening in your life, please e-mail Lynne at
lsmith@premierhealth.com by the 15th of the
month. The Faculty and Staff Update will be
e-mailed the first of the month.

Alumni

Dr. Laurence
Martin (GS 1998)
sends greetings
from Florida

Greetings from
Dr. Tozzi’s family
in California!

Wright State Physicians

Please welcome Cassie Keeton to the department as our new LPN. Cassie
started with us on December 28 and brings over 10 years of experience—
most recently as an LPN for Dayton Physicians working primarily with
oncology patients. Cassie is very enthusiastic about academic medicine
and is currently taking courses online to become an RN and eventually NP.
Cassie will be working with some of our trauma surgeons after going
through an eight week onboarding process to become familiar with each of the
physicians and department. Cassie can be reached at 208.5449 or cassandra.keeton@
wrightstatephysicians.org. Please be sure to introduce yourself next time you see her.
Welcome Cassie!
Renovations of 5253 Practice Office
Construction continues to move along smoothly, however, due to the holidays they weren’t
able to get an inspector scheduled until Monday, so the construction will likely be complete
by the second week of January. However, it sounds like we will be able to at least start
moving some of the furniture back over by the first week of January. Some of the most
recent updates include:
Final coat of paint has been applied
MA station and case work has been set
Plumbing will be done this week
Light fixtures will be installed this week
Air balancing will take place next week
Electrical is done
Final coat of paint has been applied
Call button and exit light have been installed
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Visiting Professor Lecture
Dr. Philip Paty, M.D., FACS presented the December 9 John W. Berry Jr. Visiting Professor Lecture
on “Treatment of Symptomatic Extracranial Carotid
Artery Disease.”
Dr. Paty graduated from Albany Medical College
School of Medicine, Albany, New York, in 1986. He
received training in general surgery, completed a post doctorial
fellowship in physiology, and completed his vascular surgery
fellowship in 1994. He has since treated patients with vascular
disease from and referred to Albany Medical Center Hospital (AMC)
and surrounding hospitals for 21 years. His focus has been lower
extremity disease, stroke and complex aneurysm disease.
While at AMC he was director of the Karmody Vascular Lab for over
14 years. Dr. Paty successfully collaborated with multiple specialties
and the stroke team to create a process to increase vascular
surgery involvement for aggressive early treatment of strokes due to
carotid artery disease.
He has participated as an Investigator in over 60 clinical research
trials including NIH, physician driven and sponsored studies. Dr.
Paty has authored over 150 articles in peer-reviewed journals and
over 60 book chapters. He is an active member in all major regional
and national surgical societies.
Dr. Paty has had the privilege to teach and mentor third- and
fourth-year medical students over the past 20 years, over 30
vascular surgery fellows and 32 international vascular fellows
through the AVIA program.
As of July 1, 2015 Dr. Paty started a new vascular surgery practice
with his partner Dr. Manish Mehta in Glens Falls New York. He
serves as director of open vascular surgical services and director of
the vascular lab of Vascular Health Partners of Community Care
Physicians. He looks forward to growing Vascular Health Partners,
offering excellence in vascular health awareness and treatment to
the upstate region of New York State.

Scholarly Activity
(Faculty bolded, residents/students italicized)
GRANTS
Student Travel Grant
Anthony Oddo (MSIII) received the Medical Student Travel Award to
present his work on “Preoperative incidence of penile abnormalities
corrected during voluntary male medical circumcisions in Swaziland”
at the 13th Annual AMA Research Symposium in Atlanta, GA.
Congratulations Robert and faculty mentor Dr. McCarthy!
VA Office of Rural Health projects for 2016 “Advancing Excellence in
Palliative Care” in the amount of $250,000.00 and “Using novel
computer - and simulation-based educational strategies to enhance
provider competencies” in the amount of $890,900. Congratulations
to Dr. Rosalyn Scott (PI)
AAST “The prospective observational vascular injury trial (PROOVIT)
was given a subaward from the Department of Defense for $53,278
over two years. Congratulations Dr. John Bini (PI) and Drs. John
Matsuura and Josh Pringle (co-PI).

PUBLICATIONS
Peer Reviewed
Dossa AY, Escobar O, Golden J, Frey MR, Ford HR, Gayer CP. Bile
acids regulate intestinal cell proliferation by modulating EGFR and
FXR signaling. Am J Physiol Gastrointest Liver Physiol. 2015 Nov
25:ajpgi.00062.2015. doi: 10.1152/ajpgi.00065.2015. [Epub ahead
of print]
McCarthy MC, Bowers HE, Campbell DM, Parikh PP. Meeting
increasing demands for rural general surgeons. The American
Surgeon. 2015 Dec;81(12):1195-1200(6).

Department of Surgery Holiday Party was held on December 4 at Ladder 11.

